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Art. 4 National languages

The National Languages are German, French, Italian, and Romansh.

Art. 70-1 Languages

The official languages of the Confederation shall be German, French and Italian. Romansh shall
also be an official language of the Confederation when communicating with persons who speak
Romansh.

In 1982, Heinrich Schmid, a German-speaking scholar at the University of Zurich, devised a
new orthographic Romansh koine called Rumantsch Grischun. (Haiman and Benica, 1992: 15)
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This purely written language has been accorded some official recognition as the language of
government regulations, but is not intended to supplant the spoken dialects. (ibid., 1992: 15)
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The term Agent is defined as the entity that performs the activity or brings about a change of
state. (Blake, 1994: 69) :
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